
Bin Workers and working class people across Birmingham will celebrate the 
 resignation of Labour Council leader John Clancy on Monday. But the attacks on 
grade 3s, jobs and services continue regardless. Unelected chief  
executive Stella Manzie, who ignored the ACAS agreement and sent out 
the redundancy notices, Labour Councillor Lisa Trickett and the Labour 
Council Cabinet remain in place. Clancy was the fall guy but they share 
the responsibility for the current attacks, lies and backstabbing. They 
thought Clancy was too soft!  
 

The extraordinary intervention of the 8 local Labour MPs, none of whom 
are friends or supporters of the trade unions or strikes, demonstrates 
that the Labour Council and Manzie have become an embarrassment to 
the establishment and have lost their support. They called out Manzie 
and in effect the MPs, pulling the rug from beneath their feet in their 
letter:   

“Then, out of the blue, the Chief Executive of the council, Stella Manzie 
wrote to the unions serving redundancy notices. It was extraordi-
nary...But we have to say that right now the Council is an obstacle to 
moving forward to secure that agreement and an end to the dispute”. 
 

The Bosses can be defeated! 
Bin workers should be even more confident they can win this fight. A 
mobilisation like never before to step up the action and build for the 
demonstration outside the council house on Sunday, can help further 
hammer the nail into this weak and divided council and defeat once for all their at-
tacks on the grade 3s and jobs and services in Birmingham.  
 

Organise for victory! 
The new Ballot to continue the strike has begun to go out, we must organise to ensure 
we get an overwhelming yes vote with a huge turnout to beat the anti strike laws.   
Going forward after Sunday’s rally an all members meeting as we enter the next ballot 
phase would help bring the whole of the strike force together to discuss and decide 
the best way forward to defeat this hated council and save the grade 3s. 
 

Growing support and solidarity 
A poll by the Birmingham Mail showed the  majority of Brummies' blame the council. 
Meanwhile, solidarity with the bin workers is at an all time high. Picket lines across 
the city are increasingly seeing passing vehicles beeping their horns with clenched 
fists. The Socialist Party has been inundated with messages and photos of support 
from workers and socialists across the world. We will be producing a special  
solidarity bulletin later this week of all the messages we have had so far. 

 

Bin Worker power 
kicks Clancy into 
the tip! 
 

Councillors, officers & MPs divided & weak… 
 

Lets Mobilise like never before! 
 

 To fight to keep Grade 3s 
 

 To defeat & kick out Manzie & 
backstabbing   Labour Cabinet 

Brum bin strike 
bulletin No. 8 

Brum Socialist Party  

open meetings  

- all welcome 
 

‘The Brum Bin Strike: what 
next to organise to win strike 

 

Central: Mon 18th Sept, 6.30pm  

@ The Wellington Pub 
Bennett’s Hill, City Centre  

 

 

South East: Tues 19th Sept 

6.30pm @ The Inn on the Green 
Westley Road, Acocks Green, B27 7UH 

 

 Brum SP invites everyone who  supports the bin 

workers to discuss the dispute and the way for-

ward to defend jobs, pay and conditions.  

We particularly welcome the bin workers  

themselves and the meeting would benefit from 

their input to ensure that all of the issues are 

fully understood . 

BREAKING NEWS! 
TUC Congress has voted unanimously for a 

Unite emergency motion in support of the Bir-
mingham bin workers. In a barnstorming speech 

Howard Beckett said: 
 

"I say to Birmingham councillors, 
if you continue to act like Tories 
then Unite in the region will deal 

with you as Tories” 

With Unite Gen Sec Len McLuskey outside the TUC 

Demo Sunday 17th Sept 

11am Victoria Square 
Mobilise to win! 



More reports, info or join the socialists? 
Reports above from members of Birmingham Socialist Party. Check out our website for more reports 

and to find out more about the Socialist Party,  join us or come along to one of our weekly meetings 
 

phone/text  07941 003037       brum.sp@hotmail.co.uk   birminghamsocialistparty.wordpress.com        www.socialistparty.org.uk  

Over 30 strikers and supporters went down to Brighton on Sunday to the National Shop Stewards Network 
lobby & rally of the Trade Union Congress. The room rose in ovation as the Brum Bin Workers entered the 
crammed room of hundreds of rank and file trade unionists.  
 

NSSN chair Rob Williams warned of the damage Brum council will do to Corbyn's anti-austerity message with its 
attacks on the bin workers, ‘behaving more like Willie Walsh than Jeremy Corbyn’, and the importance of the  
Labour leadership pledging the removal of strike-breaking councillors. 
 

Richie Beddows, Unite convenor , got the biggest cheers of  the day when he and the strikers got up 
to speak. He stressed safety: “113 workers have to keep an eye on the rear of the vehicle, which CCTV can’t 
 replace...The 113 face a choice… the only real option is to stand and fight.  
We will take it all the way.”  
 

Richie thanked and saluted the strength and determination to  fight 
of all the strikers. He finished, “enough is enough. Labour council-
lors fulfil your 
mandate and say 
no to austerity.” 
 

Unite general  
secretary Len 
McCluskey also gave 
support and attacked 
Birmingham council 
saying, “some council-
lors don't have any 
backbone.” 
 

 
 

Weakening Labour Council steps up its Scab operation 
 

In a further  sign of the Council's desperation to break the strike,  the council has 
put adverts in the Metro (see pic) and across the internet for hundreds of refuse 
loader jobs! 
 

It’s now emerged that they’re inviting other sections of the BCC workforce 
(including librarians & social workers) to work evenings and weekends clearing 
rubbish, seemingly without proper training.  
 

The council unions need to urgently speak to non-Refuse Service members,  to explain that if they help 
undermine the strike, it will open the door to attacks on their own wages and jobs later down the line. 

Trip to NSSN rally & lobby of TUC  

Last Thursday saw visits 
down Perry Barr and Tyseley 
by Chair of the National Shop 
Stewards Network  Rob 
 Williams and Dave Nellist,  
former ‘Militant’ Labour MP 
from Coventry. 
 

Rob, brought solidarity from the 
NSSN and its thousands of supporters 
across the UK. Dave, who as a Social-
ist Party Councillor fought against 
Stella Manzie many times when she 
was Chief Exec in Coventry,  high-
lighted the £895.7 million of  reserves 
the Council could use to make no cuts 
and instead fight with workers against 
Tory austerity.  
Dave made it clear that it was time 
Jeremy Corbyn and John McDonnell 
stopped talking about getting a reso-
lution between the council and bin 
workers and instead got behind you 
and sorted their Labour Council out! 

Jeremy Corbyn and John McDonnell finally 
 comment but they need to go further 

 

Also speaking at the NSSN, John McDonnell, addressed the bin strikers. “I do not 
see your strike as a strike against Labour: it is a strike against austerity...We want 
negotiations to resolve this dispute.”  
 

Speaking on Tuesday at the TUC Congress  Jeremy Corbyn said "I know you have 
been talking about Birmingham bins dispute - we want to resolve it asap" 
 

Unfortunately, neither called for the removal of the Labour councillors implement-
ing austerity nor went as far as the 9 Local right wing  Corbyn hating Labour MPs in 
condemning the councils behaviour. This is a Strike you have to take sides.  
 

It is urgent that Corbyn condemns the council's actions. pledging to remove the cut-
ters from office before next year's local elections, and to stand candidates who are 
prepared to defy the Tories and refuse to implement cuts. 
 


