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Organise and mobilise like never before!   
Clancy, Trickett and Manzie must go! 

Lightning 
Strikes back at 
Council U-turn! 

Labour Councillors  John Clancy and Lisa Trick-
ett’s and Chief exec Stella Manzie must resign 
given their disgraceful role and lies to the Brum 
public. If they choose not to , the return to strike 
action, stepping up of the fight throughout the 
council, other unions and amongst the public 
should be used to force them out! 
 

Council reneges on ‘agreement’ - Return to action 
for Victory 

In refusing to even meet to discuss the ACAS/UNITE/
Clancy agreement at Cabinet the Blairite Labour Council 
has it’s not interested in resolving the dispute through 
talks. Instead, they have signalled their intention to 
smash union organisation in the Council.  
  

This latest act comes after Cllr Trickett has pub-
licly stated that the bin workers were ‘holding the 
city to ransom’. How dare the council claim 
there’s not the money to settle the dispute - the 
council spent £40k a day on an army of un-
trained ‘Scab Labour’, adding up to £2 million so 
far spent to break the strike!!!!  
 

Some will no doubt say that the actions of the Council 
were 'predictable’. However, it was correct that the union 
gave an opportunity for talks to succeed. As the council 
has refused to take that opportunity now is the time to 
return to industrial action and mobilise the energy,  
solidarity and tactics that proved successful in forcing 
the employer to the table and gaining the support of the  
Birmingham public.  
 

New dimension to future action. 

Having refused the opportunity to give consent to their 
own leader’s agreement, the Blairite Labour representa-
tives on the Cabinet will be condemned in the court of 
public opinion as the bins begin to overflow once again. 
Here there are opportunities for the union, through a 
campaign of lobbying elected Labour representatives 
across the city and also putting the case to the Birming-
ham public through social media, press releases etc to 
demand that they put their weight behind the agreement 
overseen by ACAS that secured the Grade 3’s jobs.  
 

City wide solidarity & tactics the key to winning. 

The Bin workers have demonstrated the factors needed 
to win a dispute. This struggle has been recognised and 
welcomed by other striking members of the trade union 
movement nationally and internationally. 

 The Bin workers in Doncaster changed their tactics due 
to the effectiveness of the tactics employed by  
Birmingham Bin workers. They have now achieved an 
offer of an increase in pay from their employer Suez. In 
Wigan, details of the Brum dispute have been welcomed 
by Bin workers in dispute there.  
 

Future Ballot 

UNITE is required to conduct a new ballot under the  
Tories’ Anti union laws. We must ensure that the new 
ballot achieves a high vote in favour of action on a high 
turnout. An organised public rally would boost confi-
dence with the strength and huge numbers of workers 
across Birmingham and beyond supporting this 
strike. Along with rock-solid strike action, this would be a 
great way to answer the employer's hard-nosed approach. 
 

The council has blown their 
chance. Now is the time to return 
to picket lines until victory! 

Are there any Labour Cllrs or MPs out there? 
 

The silence from Labour councillors and MP's local-
ly and nationally is deafening. 
Unlike the Blairites, Jeremy Corbyn has a record of 
supporting workers on strike. It is overdue that he 
and others on the Labour left made clear that they 
support the Brum Bin workers and oppose the ac-
tions of the backstabbing Labour council. 
 
 

It was fantastic that Corbyn came out straight away in 
support of the McDonald's workers on strike. 
Its Time he got behind the Brum Bin Workers!  



More reports, info or join the socialists? 
Reports above from members of Birmingham Socialist Party. Check out our website for more reports 

and to find out more about the Socialist Party,  join us or come along to one of our weekly meetings 
 

phone/text  07941 003037       brum.sp@hotmail.co.uk,  

 birminghamsocialistparty.wordpress.com        www.socialistparty.org.uk  

Birmingham City 
Councils box of lies 

 

John Clancy has claimed their was 
no deal...ACAS say otherwise! 

 

“ACAS can confirm that an agreement 
was reached between Birmingham City 
Council and Unite the union on 15th Au-
gust 2017 following discussions at ACAS. 
The terms of the agreement were made 
public by ACAS at the request of both 
parties in a press release agreed with 
both parties.” 
 

Malcolm Boswell, Director, ACAS 
West Midlands. 
 

Equal Pay is more equal for 
council  leaders! 
 

Labour councillor Lisa Trickett’s claim that 
taking up to £5,000 from bin workers’ wages 
is about equality is outrageous. For a start, 
there are some female bin workers! But more 
importantly, she’s talking about poverty 
equality by pushing everyone’s pay down – 
though not her own £40,000 nor the chief 
exec’s £180,000.  

What’s the point of Labour  
councillors  if officers rule? 

 

On Midlands Today, Hall Green Labour Cllr 
Barry Bowles said "We need to follow the ad-
vice of the council's officers, who we pay a lot 
of money to...even if it puts the strike back on" 
 

If Labour councillors like Bowles are only go-
ing to do whatever the unelected officers tell 
them to do, what is the point of them standing 
in the first place? We need councillors that 
will stand up for workers, not help knife them 
in the back! 
 

Who are the other Cllrs who got Clancy 
to renege & drove through with com-
pulsory redundancies?! 
 

Its time they joined the ‘wall of shame’ 
of Clancy, Trickett and Bowles… 
 

If Labour Cllrs wont stand up for us 
we need to be prepared to stand 
candidates against them that are 
prepared to stand up to the Tories 
and represent us! 

 This fight is now one that the wider trade union movement 
needs to come to the assistance through publicity, picket 
visits and collections. The Council have made it clear that 
other jobs across the council will be lost as a result of cuts.  

 

 UNISON and GMB must hold workplace meetings, argue 
the case for strike action and ballot their affected members 
to join.  

 

 All Council trade unions should hold workplace collections 
to ensure that the bin workers are not starved back to work. 
If the bin workers loose then all workers lose. We mustn't 
let that happen! 

 
 

The Socialist Party will continue to strive to spread  
reports and news of the strike across Birmingham, UK 
and other parts of the world even!  
 

We will help to mobilise  motions of support and dona-
tions from across the trade union and labour movement 
and to build for any public demo and rally of the bin 
workers. 
 
 

Come to the National Shop Stewards Network rally and 
lobby of the TUC this Sunday 10th Sept in Brighton!  
 

Speak to one of our members down the picket line or contact us 
(see below) to join the others going down. 

Solidarity with McStrike! 

Perry Barr  
Picket showed 

solidarity to the 
first ever 

McDonalds 
strike in the UK 
on Monday 4th 

Sept. McDonalds 
staff at 2  

restaurants will 
be striking for 
better pay & 
conditions. 

Heard at Redfern… 
 

“If public support 
can be judged by the 

horns honking  
outside the 

 Redfern depot. 
 It's on the rise”! 

The Council can be defeated! 
Spread the dispute & step up the fight 


